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This is a round table of donors and Dominican Government collaborators.  This evening we want to discuss with all of you an issue of utmost importance concerning achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) here in the Dominican Republic.  We know that you all have vast knowledge, not only regarding the MDGs, but also the work of the Presidential Commission on the Millennium Development Goals and Sustainable Development (COPDES) and the fact that the President has created this Commission because it is one of the priorities of the Dominican Government.

We have a process here in the Dominican Republic which we are carrying out and it is the Millennium Development Goals (MDG) Needs Assessment.  It is an inclusive process which has the support of several sectors of Dominican society, lead mainly by the Dominican Government but also with its great partner and collaborator, the United Nations System here in the country.

We also know that through the different work groups we have, each one led by a Minister, we have received the participation of several entities, including the World Bank, Inter-American Development Bank, USAID, GTZ, etc. 

We are here today, because during these two days we have a very important person visiting us, a person who is here to offer his professional recommendation, to advise to the President, as well as advise the financial team on what criticism may arise concerning the aim of achieving the MDGs.  Part of the methodology we have been following includes a step regarding an MDG finance strategy of how we are going to finance achieving the MDGs, particularly concerning the needs of the Dominican people. 

Therefore, part of this process that we are carrying out is the Needs Assessment where tomorrow at 9:00 a.m, here in the Palace and all of you are invited to this event where will have presentations of the preliminary results of the Needs Assessment.  We have groups such as Health, Education, Environment, Gender, Infrastructure, etc…. 

Also, another part of this process is a Cost Analysis of all the interventions regarding goods, services, infrastructure decided by members of this process, and validated by the National Planning Office.

Currently, we are here to discuss the economic situation, the macroeconomic framework, your country assistance strategies (CAS), the long-term viability of your CAS, what your participation in the process will be, your contribution in terms of the needs because this Needs Assessment has the year 2015 as its goal. 

We know that right now we are in the midst of a Stand By Agreement with the International Monetary Fund but for us that is an opportunity to work together with you and implement the key reforms which include fiscal reforms, monetary financing, etc.  but to finance the needs of the Dominican people with respect to the MDGs and the implications concerning fulfilling of the MDGs, but also programmatically, that is to say, that for us, you are also a partner within this process and that it is an historical moment for us because as one of the eight pilot countries of the United Nations Millennium Project, we are presenting an MDG Needs Assessment that we have developed in less than four months as part of an extremely influential process, which not only includes Working Groups, but also subgroups and sub-sub-groups and consultations with different sectors of society.  Without further to do, I would like to give the floor to the Director of the National Planning Office, Mr. Guarocuya Felix. 
